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Proposed  Rulemaking 

June  30, 1976. 

Notice  is  hereby  given  pursuant  to  the 
Administrative  Procedure  Act,  5  UJ3.C. 
553,  and  sections  10,  19,  20,  202,  205,  206, 
207,  304,  309  and  311  of  the  Federal 
Power  Act,*  that  the  Commission  pro¬ 
poses  to  add  S  141.31  to  Part  141  of  the 
Approved  Forms  under  the  Federal  Pow’- 
er  Act  to  provide  that  a  new  FPC  Form 
No.  157  be  required  for  reporting.  The 
proposed  new  form  would  be  entitled 
“Annual  Report  of  Power  System  Trans¬ 
mission  and  Distribution  Technical 
Data.” 

During  the  period  of  critical  energy 
needs,  such  as  the  nation  is  currently  ex- 
periracing,  the  public  interest  requires 
that  the  Ccmimission  have  available  to  it 
current  and  continuing  information  on 
the  operations  of  electric  utilities  trans¬ 
mitting  and  distributing  electric  energy 
for  sale  in  interstate  commerce.  The  in¬ 
terests  of  those  electric  utilities  regulated 
by  the  Cmnmission  also  require  eflScient 
and  progressive  means  of  regulation. 

On  September  26.  1973,  in  Docket  No. 
R-438,  the  Commission  issued  Order  No. 
494,  amending  Part  2,  Chapter  I,  Title  18 
of  the  Code  of  Federal  Regulations  and 
setting  forth  Commission  policy  for  the 
development  of  a  fully  automated  com¬ 
puter  regulatory  ssrstem  to  provide  such 
information.  When  develop^  and  fully 
Werative,  the  system  will  provide  prconpt 
and  ready  access  to  data  contained  in  a 
central  electronic  data  bank,  eliminating 
the  duplication  of  informalton  now  col¬ 
lected  and  reducing  the  quality  of  exist¬ 
ing  manual  files.  This  system  will  not 
only  facilitate  the  evaluation  and  analy¬ 
sis  of  all  data,  but  it  will  also  accommo¬ 
date  the  development  of  new'  reguatory 
techniques. 

In  Order  No.  494,  the  Commission  stat¬ 
ed  that  all  existing  “hard  copy”  public 
use  forms  wrould  be  redesigned  and  con¬ 
solidated  to  eliminate  redundancies  and 
that  instructions  for  reporting  would  be 
clarified  by  use  of  Electronic  Data  Pro¬ 
cessing  (EDP)  Technology.  Public  use 
form  information,  as  it  is  currently  sub¬ 
mitted,  will  be  replaced  by  the  submis¬ 
sion  of  individual  data  elements  within 
a  general  data  element  and  code  schMne. 
It  is  anticipated  that  this  major  S3rstem 
revision  will  result  iri  the  reduction  of 
the  total  number  of  data  items  current¬ 
ly  transmitted  to  the  Commission  by  the 
respondents. 

In  Order  No.  494,  the  Commission  fur¬ 
ther  stated  that  the  development  of  the 
automated  computer  information  aiys- 
tem  would  be  effected  through  the  use 
of  phased  rulemaking  proceedings  in 


1 41  Stat.  068-1070,  1073,  1074;  49  Stat.  842- 
844.  848,  849,  851-863,  856-  856,  858,  859;  67 
8tet.  461;  82  Stat.  617;  16  DS.C.  803.  812.  813, 
8a4a.  824<1,  824«.  824f,  826c(b),  825c(c),  8251). 
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which  various  Commission  reporting 
procedures  and  report  forms  would  be 
restructured.  To  this  end,  Form  No.  157 
is  designed  to  Incorporate  into  a  readily 
retrievable  data  processing  system  some 
of  the  Information  currently  submitted 
on  FPC  Form  Nos.  1  *,  IF  *,  IM  *,  12  ®,  and 
12F*. 

With  the  exception  of  shield  w'ire  data, 
direct  reporting  of  line  impedance  char¬ 
acteristics,  and  additional  technical  de¬ 
scription  of  special  'equipment,  no  new 
data  would  be  required  by  Form  No.  157. 
The  new  form  w'ould  eliminate  certain 
information  now  collected  on  Form  Nos. 
1, 12,  and  12F  and  clarify  other  informa¬ 
tion  now  collected.  It  is  anticipated  that 
at  least  one  year  of  parallel  reporting 
will  be  required  for  system  evaluation. 
Assuming  successful  op)eration  of  the  new 
system  within  such  time  period,  the  re¬ 
lated  schedules  wrlthin  the  current  FPC 
Form  Nos.  1,  IF,  IM,  12,  and  12F  for 
these  respondents  would  then  be  elimi¬ 
nated. 

The  proposed  FPC  Form  157  would 
consist  of  6  schedules,  Schedules  663,  664, 
666,  667,  668,  and  852,  The  current  fOTms 
collect  raw  data  such  as  conductor  spac¬ 
ing  which  is  used  by  staff  to  calculate 
line  impedance  characteristics.  The  pro¬ 
posed  Form  157  would  eliminate  such 
derivative  calculations  by  direct  report¬ 
ing  of  line  impedance  characteristics,  for 
example. 

Schedule  663  pertains  to  transmission 
line  data.  In  addition  to  the  informa¬ 
tion  currently  collected,  some  further  in¬ 
formation  would  be  necessary  to  digitize 
that  data  obtained  from  the  maps  in¬ 
cluded  writh  the  present  forms.  Specifi¬ 
cally,  those  data  items  are  the  substation 
ID  codes  to  and  from,  the  circuit  ID,  the 
number  of  sections  Included,  the  section 
number,  and  the  number  of  other  lines 
on  the  structure.  New  reporting  data  for 
assessing  reliability  would  be  shield  w'ire 
information. 

Schedule  664  pertains  to  system  sub¬ 
stations  and 'transformers.  The  identi¬ 
fication  bank  number  would  be  used  to 
digitize  this  Information.  The  addition 
of  temperature  rise  rating  across  the 
primary,  secondary  and  tertiary  wind¬ 
ings  is  a  more  technically  correct  method 
of  obtaining  the  transformer  rating  now 
reported.  The  remaining  additional 
items,  i.e.,  automatic  tap  change,  phase 
shift,  approximate  weight  of  bank  in 
service  and  shipping  weight  of  bank,  are 
Important  characteristics  from  a  power 
system  reliability  viewpoint. 

Schedule  666  pertains  to  conversion 
apparatus  and  special  equipment.  While 
this  information  is  currently  collected  as 
part  of  PE*C  Form  No.  1,  the  additional 
Information  requested  is  necessary  to  re¬ 
flect  an  accurate  technical  description 
of  this  equipment.  Additional  data  items 
are  phase  of  equipment,  design  voltage, 
operating  voltage,  maximum  continuous 
capacity  rating,  capacity  with  forced 
cooling,  and  frequency  of  equipment. 

Schedule  667  pertains  to  distribution 
transformer  and  capacitor  data.  AH  of 


>  18  CFR  141.1  (1975). 

>  18  CFR  141.2  (1976). 
‘18  CFR  141.7  (1976). 
‘18  CFR  141.61  (1976) 
•18  CFR  141.57  (1976) 


this  data  is  cuiemtly  reported,  although 
the  new  form  would  categorize  the  data 
by  type  of  equipment  in  order  to  refiect 
current  equipment  use  different  from 
that  at  the  time  the  present  FPC  forms 
were  designed. 

Schedule  668  pertains  to  electric  watt- 
hour  meter  data  and  contains  no  infor¬ 
mation  which  is  not  currently  reported: 
however,  different  categorical  break¬ 
downs  are  specified  so  that  the  data  pre¬ 
sented  meets  current  needs. 

Schedule  852  pertains  to  system  maps, 
diagrams,  and  annual  system  map  up¬ 
date  submissions  where  the  minimum 
voltage  of  transmission  lines  to  be  repre¬ 
sented  is  raised  from  22KV  to  69KV. 

All  data  and  information  submitted 
pursuant  to  this  new  form  would  be  re¬ 
quired  to  be  subscribed  and  verified  by 
a  duly  authorized  executive  officer  of  the 
respondent  as  being  factually  accurate 
and  complete  to  the  best  of  his  or  her 
knowledge,  according  to  the  Commis¬ 
sion’s  Rules  of  Practice  and  Procedures 
(18  CFR,  Part  1). 

It  has  been  contemplated  by  the  Com¬ 
mission  that  all  respondents,  in  using 
EDP  media,  would  be  required  to  submit 
their  data  on  magnetic  tape.  The  Com¬ 
mission  now  proposes  that  magnetic  tape, 
in  additicm  to  a  hard  copy  of  the  forms 
^used  to  create  the  tape,  would  be  required 
'<mly  frcan  respondents  having  over  2,000 
MW  of  Installed  capacity  and  that  the 
manner  of  the  preparation  of  the  tapes 
be  left  to  the  discretion  of  those  respond¬ 
ents.  For  all  other  respondents,  an  origi¬ 
nal  and  four  copies  of  each  completed 
Form  No.  157  would  be  required  to  be 
filed  with  the  Commission. 

Any  interested  person  may  submit  to 
the  Federal  Power  Commission,  825  North 
Capitol  Street,  N.E.,  Washington.  D.C. 
29426,  not  later  than  August  30,  1976, 
data,  views,  and  comments  or  suggestions 
in  writing  concerning  all  or  part  of  the 
proposed  form.  Written  submittals  will 
be  placed  in  the  Commission’s  public 
files  and  will  be  available  for  public  in¬ 
spection  at  the  Commission’s  Office  of 
Public  Information,  Room  1000,  825 
North  Capitol  Street,  N.E..  Washington, 
D.C.  20426,  during  re^ar  business  hours. 
’The  Commission  will  consider  all  such 
written  submittals  before  acting  on  the 
matters  herein  proposed.  An  original  and 
14  conformed  copies  should  be  filed  with 
the  Secretary  of  the  Commission.  Sub¬ 
missions  to  the  Commission  should  indi¬ 
cate  the  name,  title,  and  mailing  address 
and  telephone  number  of  the  person  to 
whom  communications  concerning  the 
proposaJls  should  be  addressed  and 
whether  the  person  filing  submissions 
requests  a  conference  with  the  staff  of 
the  Federal  Pow'er  Commission  to  dis¬ 
cuss  the  proposed  form.  The  Staff,  in  its 
discretion,  may  grant  or  deny  written 
requests  for  conference  prior  or  subse¬ 
quent  to  the  filing  of  formal  submittals. 

The  proposed  amendment  to  Part  141 
of  the  Commission’s  Approved  Forms 
under  the  Federal  Power  Act  would  be 
made  pursuant  to  the  authority  granted 
the  Commission  by  the  Federal  Power 
Act,  as  amended,  particularly  sections 
10,  19.  20.  202,  205,  206,  207,  304,  309,  and 
311.* 


•Supra,  note  1. 
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